
WASHINGTON LAWS, 1985

(21) Section 21, chapter 270, Laws of 1984, section 20 of this 1985 act
and RCW 9A.82.901; and

(22) Section I of this 1985 act and RCW 9A.82.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 23. If any provision of this act or its application
to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the act or
the application of the provision to other persons or circumstances is not
affected.

Passed the House April 23, 1985.
Passed the Senate April 19, 1985.
Approved by the Governor May 21, 1985.
Filed in Office of Secretary of State May 21, 1985.

CHAPTER 456
[Engrossed Substitute House Bill No. 9741

ACID RAIN

AN ACT Relating to acid rain; arnending RCW 70.94.800, 70.94.805, and 70.94.820; and
adding new sections to chapter 70.94 RCW.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:

Sec. I. Section 1, chapter 277, Laws of 1984 and RCW 70.94.800 are
each amended to read as follows:

The legislature recognizes that:
(I) Acid deposition resulting from commercial, industrial or other

emissions of sulphur dioxide and nitrogen oxides pose a threat to the deli-
cate balance of the state's ecological systems, particularly in alpine lakes
that are known to be lNghly sensitive to acidification;

(2) Failure to act promptly and decisively to mitigate or eliminate this
danger may soon result in untold and irreparable damage to the fish, forest,
wildlife, agricultural, water, and recreational resources of this state;

(3) There is a direct correlation between emissions of sulphur dioxides
and nitrogen oxides and increases in acid deposition;

(4) Acidification is cumulative; and
(5) Once an environment is acidified, it is difficult, if not impossible, to

restore the natural balance.
It is therefore the intent of the legislature to ((iiigate or eliinate the

stat. and to ... , at admitiate. moi o, i , is c t in alpine laks i n

rder-to-low fo. early det..tio of aci;dflatluio gl d th sll lti
.. l.,,g degradation)) provide for early detection of acidification and the re-
sulting environmental degradation through continued monitoring of acid
deposition levels and trends, and major source changes, so that the legisla-
ture can take any necessary action to prevent environmental degradation
resulting from acid deposition.
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Sec. 2. Section 2, chapter 277, Laws of 1984 and RCW 70.94.805 are
each amended to read as follows:

As used in RCW 70.94.800 through 70.94.823, the following terms
have the following meanings.

M "Acid deposition((,)" s used in Rw 70.94.800 thiough 70-
.94.8-15)) means ((the)) wet or dry deposition from the atmosphere of
chemical compounds with a pH of less than 5.6.

(2) "Critical level of acid deposition and lake, stream, and soil acidifi-
cation" means the level at which irreparable damage may occur unless cor-
rective action is taken.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 70.94
RCW to read as follows:

The department of ecology, in consultation with the joint legislative
committee on science and technology or the appropriate committees of the
house of representatives and of the senate, shall:

(I) Continue waluation of information and research on acid deposition
in the Pacific Northwest region;

(2) Establish critical levels of acid deposition and lake, stream, and soil
acidification; and

(3) Notify the legislature if acid deposition or lake, stream, and soil
acidification reaches the levels established under subsection (2) of this
section.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 70.94
RCW to read as follows:

In establishing critical levels of acid deposition and lake, stream, and
soil acidification, the department of ecology shall consider:

(1) Current acid deposition and lake, stream, and soil acidification
levels;

(2) Changes in acid deposition and lake, stream, and soil acidification
levels;

(3) Effects of acid deposition and lake, stream, and soil acidification on
the environment; and

(4) The need to prevent environmental degradation.

Sec. 5. Section 6, chapter 277, Laws of 1984 and RCW 70.94.820 are
each amended to read as follows:

The department of ecology ((isrespon -sible-for) shall maintain a pro-
gram o periodic monitoring of ((the, l, lkes a.. d ot..i appopiate as-
eas-ofthe- stat.)) acid rain deposition and lake, stream, and soil acidification
to ensure early detection of acidification and environmental degradation.

A report on changes in acid deposition and lake, stream, and soil acid-
ification levels shall be provided to the parks and ecology committee of the
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senate and the environmental affairs committee of the house of representa-
tives, prior to each legislative session.

Passed the House April 22, 1985.
Passed the Senate April 18, 1985.
Approved by the Governor May 21, 1985.
Filed in Office of Secretary of State May 21, 1985.

CHAPTER 457
[Engrossed Senate Bill No. 3067]

AQUATIC FARMING

AN ACT Relating to aquatic farming; amending RCW 15.65.020, 15.66.010, 43.23.030,
46 16.090, 75.08.080, 75.28.010, 75.28.280, 75.28.300, 77.08.020, 77.12.570, 77.12.590, 77.12-
.600, and 77.32.010; adding a new section to chapter 75.08 RCW; adding a new chapter to
Title 15 RCW; adding a new chapter to Title 75 RCW; creating new sections; repealing RCW
75.28.265 and 75.28.282; and prescribing penalties.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:

NEW SECTION. Sec. i. The legislature declares that aquatic farming
provides a consistent source of quality food, offers opportunities of new jobs,
increased farm income stability, and improves balance of trade.

The legislature finds that many areas of the state of Washington are
scientifically and biologically suitable for aquaculture development, and
therefore the legislature encourages promotion of aquacultural activities,
programs, and development with the same status as other agricultural ac-
tivities, programs, and development within the state.

The legislature finds that aquaculture should be considered a branch of
the agricultural industry of the state for purposes of any laws that apply to
or provide for the advancement, benefit, or protection of the agriculture in-
dustry within the state.

The legislature further finds that in order to ensure the maximum yield
and quality of' cultured aquatic products, the department of fisheries should
provide diagnostic services that are workable and proven remedies to aqua-
culture disease problems.

It is therefore the policy of this state to encourage the development and
expansion of aquaculture within the state. It is also the policy of this state
to protect wildstock fisheries by providing an effective disease inspection and
control program and prohibiting the r(.-Icase of salmon or steelhead trout by
the private sector into the public waters of the state and the subsequent re-
capture of such species as in the practice commonly known as ocean
ranching.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. Unless the context clearly requires other-
wise, the definitions in this section apply throughout this chapter.
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